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 Editor's Introduction

 Over the last several decades there has been a growing wave of
 concern over the use and abuse of mind-altering substances that
 has left in its wake increasingly large expenditures for what is
 familiarly called the "War on Drugs," despite the simultaneously
 ever-expanding body of evidence attesting to that war's failure.
 Politicians running for public office routinely promise to solve
 these problems, but this only seems to mean filling our already
 over-crowded prisons beyond capacity with more people, many of
 whom may have done little more than use an illegal substance.
 The costs - both human and economic - to our society continue
 to skyrocket.

 Because we believe that the issues underlying the use, abuse,
 and control of mind-altering substances cry out for a more rational

 and invigorated discussion, we made the decision to hold the
 eighth Social Research conference on Altered States of Consciousness.

 The proceedings of that conference appear in this issue.
 The conference attempted to set the current debate in the con-

 text of its extended history as a way of uncovering the markedly
 different attitudes that have existed at different times and in dif-

 ferent places, and as a way of raising questions about the validity
 of our current attitudes. Beyond basic exploration of the ques-
 tion, "What is an altered state of consciousness?" the conference

 examined the historical uses of mind-altering activities in reli-
 gion, in medicine, for recreation, and for inspiration. It consid-
 ered the uses of both psychoactive substances and various
 behaviors as ways of altering consciousness and explored the legal
 history of the control of mind-altering substances. It concluded
 with a discussion about possible ways of reducing the harm that
 may be caused by mind-altering substances.

 One of the questions that was addressed at the conference
 seems central to a more nuanced understanding of the tangled
 issues raised by mind-altering drug use, namely: What distin-
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 guishes mind-altering activities that are valued (for example, as
 parts of religious rituals) from those that are deemed dangerous
 and consequently condemned and outlawed? In asking and
 attempting to answer this question, we hoped it would become
 clear that in many cases the neurophysiological effects of mind-
 altering substances are virtually identical to the effects produced
 by various behavioral practices or placebos. An understanding of
 this point inevitably raises doubts about the reflexive distinctions
 this society makes between one kind of inducing agent and
 another, and could begin to foster new ways of thinking.

 Arien Mack

 Social Research Conference Series

 Taking their inspiration from the belief that to forget history is to risk

 repeating it, these conferences aim to enhance public understanding
 of critical and contested issues by exploring those issues in their broad
 historical and cultural contexts. Arien Mack, editor.

 In Time of Plague: The History and Social Consequences
 of Lethal Epidemic Disease vol. 55 No. 3 (1998) ...sold out

 Home: A Place in the World vol. 58 No 1 (1991) ...$8.50

 Rescue: The Paradoxes of Virtue vol. 62 no ui995)...soidout

 In the Company of Animals vol. 62 No. 3(1997)... $8.50

 Technology and the Rest of Culture vol. 64 No 3...soidout
 Food: Nature and Culture vol. 66 No 1 0999) $10.00

 Privacy V0I.68N0 1 (2001) $10.00

 Social Research

 65 Fifth Avenue, Room 344, New York, NY 10003
 Phone: (212) 229-5776 Fax (212) 229-5476
 socres@newschool.edu www.socres.org

This content downloaded from 149.31.21.88 on Fri, 22 Feb 2019 18:36:45 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	p. [v]
	p. vi

	Issue Table of Contents
	Social Research, Vol. 68, No. 3 (FALL 2001) pp. i-vi, 585-903
	Front Matter
	Editor's Introduction [pp. v-vi]
	States of Consciousness
	Introduction: Altered States [pp. 585-587]
	The Rhetoric of Consciousness [pp. 589-608]
	Altered States of Consciousness [pp. 609-626]
	The Etiquette of Consciousness [pp. 627-649]

	Alterations of Consciousness: Drug Ways
	Introduction: Drug Ways [pp. 653-654]
	Altered States: Opium and Tobacco Compared [pp. 655-675]
	Psychedelics as Catalysts of Insight-Oriented Psychotherapy [pp. 677-695]
	Mind and Medicine: Drug Treatments for Psychiatric Illnesses [pp. 697-713]

	Keynote Address
	Magnetic Mockeries [pp. 717-740]

	Alterations of Consciousness: Other Ways
	Introduction: Other Ways [pp. 743-744]
	How a Psychoactive Substance Becomes a Ritual: The Case of Soma [pp. 745-778]
	Drugs and Inspiration [pp. 779-793]
	The Altered States Hypnosis [pp. 795-807]

	Legal and Economic Aspects
	Introduction: Legal and Economic Aspects [pp. 811-811]
	Addiction and Responsibility [pp. 813-834]
	The Economics of Drug Prohibition and Drug Legalization [pp. 835-855]

	Alternatives to the War on Drugs: Rational Routes to Harm Reduction
	Introduction [pp. 859-863]
	Reforming United States Drug Control Policy: Three Suggestions [pp. 863-865]
	Prohibition and Legalization: Beyond the False Dichotomy [pp. 865-868]
	A Judge's View [pp. 869-875]
	End the Drug War [pp. 875-880]
	The Harmfulness Tax [pp. 880-884]
	Toward Practical Drug Control Policies [pp. 884-890]
	The "War on Drugs": A View from the Trenches [pp. 890-896]
	The War on Drugs Is a War on Racial Justice [pp. 896-903]

	Back Matter



